A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


_ Jon Gates Wins First 
Vegas Pro/Am Contest 


Jon Gates of Lincoln, Neb., walked off with top 
honors and the Championship Division gold 
medal at the first Las Vegas U.S. Pro/Am Yo-Yo 
Contest, held Friday, Jan. 7, at the Showboat 
Hotel, in conjunction with the second annual 
Winter Mini-Convention of the Intemational Jug- 
glers Association (IJA). 

Bob Brataas of Spanaway, Wash., took home the 
second-place silver metal. The hometown 
favorite, Bob Baab of Las Vegas, finished third. 

A highlight of the championship was a 2 1/2- 
minute freestyle competition in which each com- 
petitor demonstrated his facility with the world’s 
greatest toy. The freestyle demos were supposed 
to be in time to music, but no one had a workable 
tape player, so the contestants put on their routines 
to silence. 

Jon Gates, however, managed to perform to 
music anyway. He had the audience whistle the 
theme to The Bridge on the River Kwai while he 
yoed away. 

After the contest, he explained that he had seen 
a juggler, Rene Crosby of Omaha, Neb., invite his 
audience to participate in his act with a similar 
whistie-along. Jon’s adapting the idea of a juggler 
was a Small indication of the value of “cross pol- 
lination” of ideas by mixing with jugglers. 

The advanced division winners were (1) Stuart 
Crump, Hemdon, Va, (2) Tom Gates, Lincoln, 
Neb., (3) Matt Henry, Madison, Wisc. 

The beginners’ division contest was won by 
three young, local yo-yoers who had been invited 
to take part in the contest by the judge, Dale 
Oliver. Dale had spent Monday through Thursday 
of the week teaching yo-yoing at four local 
elementary schools. 

The winners were (1) Jason Austin, (2) David 
Hardy, (3) Brandon Alps and (4) Preston Weil, all 
of Las Vegas. 


Back to Vegas In Jan. 1995 


Yo-yoers and jugglers will retum for the third 
annual Winter Mini-Convention of the Intema- 
tional Jugglers Association at the Showboat Hotel 
in Las Vegas, the first or second week in January 
1995. Dates are still undecided but are tentatively 
set for Jan. 9 through 13. We’ ll give you details as 
they become available. 

‘The convention will include yo-yo workshops 
and the second annual Las Vegas Pro-Am Yo-Yo 
Competition. 

For further details on the conference in Las 
Vegas, contact Paul Kyprie at 313/994-0368. 


Mark Brataas Wins 
Northwest Regional 


Results are in from the Northwest Regional Yo- 
Yo Contest, held in Seattle, Wash., on Oct. 16. 

The winners are: 

Championship division: (1) Mark Brataas, 
~~ Wash., (2) Rick Stoneman, Spokane, 


"eel division: (1) Heather Stoneman, 
Spokane, Wash., (2) Ricky Wong, Pacifica, Calif. 


National Championships, 
Oct. 1, Chico, Calif. 


The National Yo-Yo Championships will again 
be held on the first Saturday in October in Chico, 
Calif. For information, contact Bob Malowney at 
Bird in Hand Yo-Yos, 847 W. Fifth St, Chico, CA 
95928, 916/893-0545. 


Michigan Championships 
Set for July 


The Michigan State Yo-Yo Championships are 
tentatively scheduled for the weekend of July 29- 
31 at the Novi (Mich.) Fifties Festival in Novi, 
Mich. For contest details, contact Yo Master 
Zeemo (Paul Kyprie) at 313/994-0368. Details 
will be available later. 


‘T GET 1 
BerTeR THEN THIS 
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A Challenge Becomes 
a Contest at Willie Bird’s 
Restaurant in Santa Rosa 


It started as a challenge. John Zimmerman, the 
bartender at Willie Bird’s Restaurant in Santa 
Rose, Calif., gave his fellow bartenders a special 
Christmas present, a Smothers Brothess yo-yo 
video and wooden yo-yo along with a note chal- 
lenging them to a yo-yo contest on Saturday, Feb. 
5 


Soon, one of the busboys asked if he could com- 
pete, then a few customers. Within a week, a full- 
blown contest emerged. 

Contest spokesman John Stange explained j it 
this way: “We found Tom Kuhn’s yo-yo shop in 
San Francisco and met 1993 State Champion Bu 
Phul, who works with Tom. Several contestants 
visited the shop. Bu and Tom helped us compile a 
list of good yo-yo players in the area so we could 
invite them to the contest. 

“With the contest only a few weeks away, we 
had flyers, posters, invitations, logo yo-yos and T- 
shirt: publicizing the contest,” he said. 

.Donations began arriving from around the 
country. Bob Malowney at Bird-in-Hand in Chico 
donated three 1993 Chico wooden yo-yos and a 


‘ collectible color poster of the 1993 competition. 


Dale My rberg of Salt Lake City, Utah, donated 
five Hummingbird autographed yo-yos and “Yo- 
Utah” buttons for prizes 

Tom Smothers donated two Yo-YoMan T-shirts, 
two bottles of Smothers Brothers Wine, two Yo- 
‘Yo Man Videos, yo-yo music tapes and two Yo- 
Yo Man posters. 

ing Dutchman Travel of Santa Rosa donated 
a Kuhn SB-2 and a 3-in-1 No Jive from Kuhn's 
yo-yo shop, 

Puff “N” Stuff Balloons of Santa Rosa donated 
more than 100 helium balloons. 

Calistoga Water of Calistoga, Calif., donated 12 
cases of bottled waters. 

Russ Beny Toys of Petaluma, Calif., donated 
more than 1,500 toys. 

Local radio station KMGG 97.7 FM jumped in 
as a Sponsor. 

The judge was Don “Captain Yo” Watson. 

The beginners, ages 12 and under, competed in 
an “Up and Down” contest. The spontaneous con- 
test was the idea of Lauri Edgar and Selma Cul- 
bertson. All were declared winness and received a 
grab bag of yo-yos and toys. 

“At one point," John Stangle said, “Captain Yo 
said to me, ‘See that little girl?’ She was about four 
years old, wearing a bright red outfit and had long 
black hair. “A real cutie,’ he said. He pointed out 
that she was standing on a bale of hay because her 
string was too long. ‘Isn't it great the way she has 
the biggest smile on her face?’ he said. ‘That's 
what yo-yoing is all about. Having fun, smiling 


Yo-Yos, Unicycies 
& Juggling Equipment 


For the complete Tom Kuhn line, and the Playrnavo Pro-Yo 
in Canada, contact: 


Darren Bedford 
71 Jasper Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M6N 2N2 
416-767-6074 


HANDCRAFTED YO-YOs 

World's Finest Hardwoods 

Sold In Galleries 

High Performance 

2 Unique Shapes ‘ 
Enhance Grain, Feel Great! 


indian Head Penny Inlays $5 Extra 


‘1 Yo-yo Bag $5. Pkg. 5 Strings $1.00 
AY , 8 | Specify Wood Type and Shape (A or B) 
/ Send $15.00 + $2.25 (S&H) to: 


WOODEN MONARCH YO-YOs 
1187 Coast Village Road, #249 
Montecito, CA 93106 


Lighe Mahogany, Lacewood, Teak, Walnut 
Mikidle: Paduak, Maple, Imbuvia. Zebrano, Cherry, 
Oak. Satinwood, Rosewood 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


SLO-YO. 
Superlative Handmade 


Yo-Yos 
Native 4 Exotic Woods 


Send For Your Free 
Color Catalogue 


ken picou design in wood 
5508 montview 
sustin tr 78756 


and bringing out the kid in all of us.’” 

Results of the more traditional 10-trick 12 and 
Under contest were: (1) Adrian Rulz, Pacifica; (2) 
Kenny Dodge, Santa Rosa. 

Results of the 13 and Over contest were: (1) 
Ricky Wong, Pacifica; (2) a tie between John 
Stangie and Riley Benedetti, both of Santa Rasa; 
(3) Dan Ake, San Francisco, 

In the Bartender’s Round, results were: (1) Wil- 
lie Wong, (2) Rick Feather, (3) John Zimmerman, 
(4) Fred Culbertson. They won yo-yas, T-shirts, 
certificates and ribbons. 

The audience of professional yo-yoers, yo-yo 
Masters and yo-yo enthusiasts included Cliff 
Coleman, Berkeley (two-time defending State 
Champion and third in the Nationals}; Buu Chan 
Phul, San Francisco (1993 State Champ), 11-year- 
old Adrian Rulz, Pacifica (two title 1993 Sate 
Champion and 1993 National Champion}; Ricky 
Wong, Pacifica (third place in the Seattle contest); 
Bill Debaisblanc (third place, Chico champion- 
ship contest 1993), Don “Captain Yo” Watson, 
Rohnert Park (holder with Tom Kuhn of the patent 
for the ball bearing yo-yo, and a yo-yo profes- 
sional), Ron “Mr Yo” Barron, Bodega Bay (yo- 
yoand kite enthusiast}, and several others. 

At the end of the event Aloha Benedetti, owner 
of Willie Bird’s Restaurant, gave each of the spe- 
cial visitors a smoked turkey from Willie Bird's 
Turkey along with instructions on how to prepare 
the turkeys. 

The Santa Rosa Yo-Yoing Team/Club plans to 
make the contest an annual event. See the separate 
article on the club under Club News for further 
details. 


WAKING UP T0 THE SLEEP MACHINE 


Is interesting to watch people's reaction to.a 
SLEEP MACHINE or ROLLER WOODY - 
especially kids and cats. It looks like a regular 
wooden vo-vo. but how does it spin so 
long? The secret is a precision hall bearing axle 
and a unique adjustable string gap allowing zg 
Yo-Yo tune-ups. Too “techy” for some (5 or 
6 were retumed). the reward for the rest of 
us is the magic healing qualities of long 
spinning wood. In a plastic age. holding and 
watching a Sleep Machine spin. is a calming and 
centering experience. Others are charmed too. They're 
great for meeting people. Best of all. at a moments notice. 


these particular yo-yos connect me to that part of myself which 


also spins and dances . 


| SLEEP MACHINE - BUTTERFLY STYLE.......833.00 

| ROLLER WOODY - CLASSIC STYLE .nonn$30.00 Crrcaaens 
Name Phone 

; Address 

‘ City State a 
 Visa/MC Exp Date 

Mit iby LTD. Phone Orders: 

+ 2383 California Street “LS VOY 

1 San Francisco, (4 94115 < B00-1'5:10108 


: 87 9696s 
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it Looks Like a Golf Ball, 
But It’s a Yo-Yo! 


Every year, in our “real” job, we cover the Con- 
sumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas (which 
generally overlaps the DA conference in the same 
city) for another newsletter we write. This yearwe 
were delighted when we saw a fellow conference- 
goer playing with a golf-ball-shaped yo-yo. 

“Where did you get that?” we asked excitedly. 

“At the Philips booth,” she said, pointing us in 
the right direction. 

Sure enough, the Philips Interactive Media 
booth was giving out yo-yos. But first you had to 
wait in a long line and try your hand at sinking a 
putt on a miniature-golf-type hole. 

We lined up, awaited our tum—and missed! 
(Golf has never been our game.) Much to our 
delight, the booth hostess, Jamie Smith, gave us a 
yo-yo anyway. “But we missed!” we said. “That's 
okay. Everyone who tries gets a yo-yo. Ifyou sink 
the putt, you win a T-shirt! Care to try again?” 

We did. And missed again. Again? Sure. On the 
fourth go-round, we won a T-shirt, too, but we 
were particularly delighted to win extra yo-yos. 

We then introduced ourself as the editor of Yo- 
Yo Times, and said we'd write about the booth in 
the next issue. 

Jamie explained that she had given away more 
than 4,000 yo-yas in the fourdays of the show. She 
also called in Gordon Brooks, the producer of 
*FunHouse*, an interactive compact disk (CD) 
program, who explained that PIM produces titles 
for CD interactive disk systems. 

“The nice thing about being in the entertainment 
business is that you can play with toys at the of- 
fice and nobody thinks twice about it,” he said. 
“That's because they’ re doing it too!” 


by Lucky Meisenheimer 


With the number of yo-yo collectors growing, 
we need a format to disseminate information on 
the hobby. ; 

I have been asked to write this ongoing column 
on collectible yo-yos and memorabilia. I do not 
profess to be the final authority on the history of 
the yo-yo, but I do have an extensive collection 
and helpful information I can pass along to many 
new collectors. 


Most Common Questions 

In this first column, I'd like to address the most 
common questions I am asked by newcomers who 
have just discovered that I am a yo-yo collector 

(1) What is the most valuable yo-yo? 

Invariably this is the first and most frequently 
asked question. Although value may be in the eye 
of the beholder, certainly the most paid for a yo- 
yo was the one recently sold at the estate auction 
of the late Roy Acuff, the king of country music. 
The final bid was slightly more than $16,000. It is 
a unique yo-yoin that it was autographed by Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon and presented to Mr Acuff at 
the Grand Ole Opry. Older collectors may remem- 
ber the photograph that was sent over the As- 
sociated Press wire of President Nixon playing 
with this yo-yo at the Opry. This photo made the 
front pages of many newspapers at the time. 

(2) How much should I pay for a yo-yo? 

Yo-yos are like any other collectible. The value 
of a collectible is whatever the seller can get the 
buyer to pay. Value traditionally depends on the 
law of supply and demand. 

Asking prices will vary from area to area and 


from dealer to dealer. There is no set price that you 
should necessarily pay for a certain yo-yo. Anti- 
que and flea market dealers in general have no 
more of an idea of what a yo-yo is worth than the 
next person. Frequently you will find yo-yos ab- 
surdly priced, so let the buyer beware. 

How much you ultimately pay for a yo-yo 
depends largely on what you feel the yo-yo is 
worth to you. I recommend collecting for pleasure 
rather than as an investment. Speculators who col- 
lect with the idea that the value of their collection 
is going to increase for great profit are going to be 
saddened to discover they should have invested 
theirmoney elsewhere. Try to keepcollecting fun. 

(3) So, what should you collect? 

Although a few collectors are indiscriminate in 
what they collect, meaning that they will collect 
any type of yo-yo they can find, even the most 
serious indiscriminate collectors realize that they 
will never acquire an example of all yo-yos that 
interest them. 

For example, some individuals collect yo-yos 
manufactured by a certain company. The most 
common would be Duncan. Other companies that 
are very collectible include Royal, Goody, 
Cheenoand Festival. Some of the older collectors 
are interested only in wood and tin yo-yos, but 
there are many plastic varieties that can be inter- 
esting to collect. 

Some collectors concentrate on advertising yo- 
yos and other novelty yo-yos such as those that 
light up, glow in the dark or those that come in un- 
usual shapes. The bottom line is, collect whatever 
brings you enjoyment. 

Other memorabilia that yo-yo collectors some- 
times acquire include trick books, pins, patches, 
photographs and autographs. 

(4) Shouid you collect yo-yos that are in their 
original packaging? 

With toy collectors, packaged specimens are 


considered more desirable than unpackaged toys, - 


Original packaging can add 20 to 100% to the 
value of the toy. 

Yo-yo collectors may disagree because they like 
to play with theircollections, but they are compet- 
ing with other tay collectors foryo-yos. Expect to 
pay more to antique or toy dealers for yo-yos in 
their original packaging. 


The Zapper 

In the Winter 1993-94 issue, Garth Johnson of 
Searcy, Ark, asked where he could buy the Big 
Zapper and Little Zapper yo-yas. 

The Zapper Yo-Yos were made in the 1970s by 
the Festival Yo-Yo Company, which no longer 
produces yo-yos. 

The Festival Co. produced three types of Zap- 
per Yo-Yos —the Big Zapper, the Zapper and the 
Little Zapper. In the late ‘70s, it dropped the Zap- 


The earlier models had foil stickers, although 
the Big Zapper also had an indented stamp seal. 
These yo-yos were all made out of wood. Models 
made in the late 1970s had sticker seals as well, 
but these were made out of paper rather than foil. 

Unfortunately, the only way Mr. Johnson will 
be able to get a Zapper is if he finds one at a flea 
market Or, perhaps, trades with a collectorwho has 
some of these available for trade. 


Future Columns 

Future columns will concentrate more on 
specific yo-yos and will examine what is out there 
for the collector If you have questions or pictures 
of interesting yo-yos or even if you just want to 
shoot the breeze, you can reach me at: 7300 Sand 
Lake Commons Bivd., Suite 105, Orlando, FL 
32819, phone 407/354-0478. 


YO TIPS 


Help for Your SB-2 


Does your Kuhn balibearing yo-yo sometimes 
get out of adjustment? 

Anew tool invented by Robert Koschoreck may 
help. 

Robert is the owner of Comic Kites, and is a 
great fan of the Tom Kuhn balibearing yo-yos — 
the SB-2, the Roller Woody and the Sleep 
Machine. 

Like any delicate, precision machine, these yo- 
yos need an occasional adjustment, Robert dis- 
covered. 

“] got tired of the way the bearing would slip to 
the right or the left after a lot of play,” he ex- 
plained. “After taking the yo-yo apart a lot of 
times, I noticed that the set screws tend fo tum in 
or drift in, and the only way they can be adjusted 
is to take the yo-yo apart and use a pair of pliers. 

“] invented a brass screwdriver that allows you 
to adjust the two halves where they are held 
together by the screw axle. The complete kit also 
comes with compression springs, which are im- 
portant if you really want to keep the set screws at 
the precise adjustment.” 

The complete kit, including the screwdriver and 
compression springs, is $10 plus $2 shipping and 
handling. Extra compression screws are $1 apiece. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Order from Comic Kites, 
6240 Weston Lane Court, Orlando, FL 32810, 
407/292-3351. 


How to Untangle a Snarl 


We asked Dale My rberg of Salt Lake City, Utah, 
who uses an old-fashioned wooden yo-yo, how he 
gets tangles out of the string when they are stuck 
inside the yo-yo, and he said: 

“Some people use a small crochet needle (#40 
or 12). They can do the job. 

“['ve never carried one. You can actually use 
something dull. I have used a little pen knife with 
a tiny knife blade. Sometimes | use a fingemail 
file with a ‘hook’ on the end (which is designed to 
clean your fingemails). Be sure it’s long enough, 
bevelled and dull. 

“For really bad tangles, if I can’t work it loase, 
I take the sharp end of my pocket knife and cut the 
string out You have tobe extremely careful not to 
scratch the axle.” 


~ YOHISTORY __ 


Send in Your Personal 
Yo-Yo History 


Several issues aga, we asked the question, “Are 
You a World Champion?” We invited former 
“world champs” and other yo-yo champs from the 
past to send us information about theirvictories of 
many years ago. 

We are attempting to compile as complete a his- 
tory of the sport of yoing as we possibly can. 

A few have begun to trickle in. We invite you to 
submit information about your own yo-yo vic- 
tories of old. Be sure to include copies of clips, 
certificates of award and other information that 
Substantiates your claim. We particularly want to 
know the who, what, when, where, why and how 
of your victory. Second- and third-place winners 
are also invited to send information, as are thase 
who simply participated in the contest. Send us as 
much information as you can recal} about who 
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BUNNY MARTIN 
WORLD CHAMPION YO-YOS 


Bunny Martin 
Yo-Yo Champion of the World - 1951 


Each Yo-Yo: 
© Solid Piece of Beechwood 
© Official Signature Model 
® Trick Bookiet & History of Yo-Yo 
© Plastic Carrying Case 
© Made in Sweden 
Single Yo-Yo- $ 3.50 Postage Paid 
Two Yo-Yos- $ 6.00 Postage Paid 
48 Yo-Yos- $72.00 Plus Shipping 
We accept VISA and MasterCard 


Wallace Toy Company 


Waliace, 1-800-595-3864 


Waliace. Idaho 83873 6b. 


New from Dennis McBride 
“Dennis McBride’s 
introduction to Yo-Yo Play” 


New video featuring the tlassic tricks 
used in contests for more than 50 3. 
Still available: “String Tricks, (Vols. 1 & 2)," and “Gab 
of Two-Handed Tricks“ 
25 each (plus $3 S & H per order}. 
Send your check today to: 
Dennis McBride 
P.O. Bax 1500 
Solvang, CA 93464 


805-688-0301 


HUMMINGBIRD 
CUSTOM MANUFACTURES 
Hummingbird will custom manufacture 
Complete weed mandackeing capalsiies incusing: 
@ Millwork 
® Turmings 
zm.  @ Finishing 
. Call 716-492-5120 for custorn quotation 
Hummingbird Toy Company Ltd. 
Arcade, NY 14009 FAX: 716-492-4375 


YO-YO TIMES ™ is an independent 
newsletter, published quarterly by: 

Creative Communications Inc. 

P.O. Box 1519 - SP94 

Hemdon, VA 22070 

Circulation & Business: 
1-703-742- YOYO (9696) 

Editorial: 1-703-905-0509 


©1994 by Creative Communications 
Inc. All rights reserved. For informa- 
tion on reproduction of any part of this 
issue, write to the address above. 
ISSN 0897-7704 
Editor & Publisher: 
Stuart F Crump Jr. 
(“Professor Yo-Yo”) 
Managing Editor: 
Margaret P. Crump 
Assistant Editor: 
Jodi Crump (“Yodi”) 
Subscriptions: $12/year (N. America) 
(U.S. dollars only) 
Foreign subscribers please add $4/year 
for postage and handling 


.  SPIN-OFFS! ~ ©] 


Make check payable to T.Place. Mail to: 
5 Spinning Top Museum, 533 Milwaukee Ave., 


won the contest, where it was held, etc. We'll pub- 
lish as much information in YYT as we can. 

Even if you weren't a champ, we're always in- 
terested in your own reminiscences of what it was 
like to be ayo-yo kid back in the earty days of yo. 
We especially want to hear from former yo-yo 
professionals who toured for Duncan and other 
yo-yo companies. 


BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR PHONE 


NUMBER! We’ ll probably want to talk toyou and 
get some additional details. 


The Golden Days of Yo 


by Art Bernardino Jr. 
Elkhart, Ind. 


Iwas a demonstrator for Duncan and Royal from 
about 1948 to 1951. 

I grew up in Saginaw, Mich, where I met the 
Filipino demonstrator from Duncan, Eddy Koo 
(Edéwardo Koo), when I was 14, in 1948. He in- 
vited me to join the team. 

I had never touched a yo-yo I was at trade 
school, In those days there were two kinds of trade 
schools. One kind was reform school. I wasn't 
going to that! 

My father is Filipino. He toid me if I] ever saw 
someone who looked like him to let him know. 
Eady looked like my dad, and he (Dad) called the 
hoteis and found out where Eddy was staying and 
invited him for dinner 1 learned six tricks in 20 
minutes. 

I had an instant love for the yo-yo. 

There were eight of us with Duncan. The ones I 
can remember were named Domingo, Bunny (not 
Bunny Martin), and Phil Nebres (1 think his real 
name was something like Philemno or Tolfillo 
Menchus). 

I didn’t learn a whole lot of tricks, but I did lear 
to carve yoyos. } 


The Research and Playful Publication 
about Spinning Tops, Gyros, Rotating 
Toys & Related Devices 
Patent reprints, games, articles, how-to's, 
profites, yo-yos & tops appearing in art as well 
as old catalogs, recent issue pictures, such as 
the "Go-Go Ring,”a removable yo-yo mounted 
ona ring. Unusual usage of terms, sources. 
Add fact to your fun with Spin-Offs 
3 issues/year. Actual top included in Spring issue. 
$19/year or $30/2 years/Overseas add $6/year 


_Burtingion, W1$3105_ 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of “Yb-Yb Times” are available, including: 
A-1, 1-2, 1-3, 14, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, 2-5, 
2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 
4-5, 4-6, 5-1, 5-2, 5-3, 5-4, 6-1, 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4. 
If an issue is out of stock, we will send you a 
Photocopy of the issue, unless you specify other- 
wise. Send $3 for each copy ordered. (Postpaid to ~ 
the US., Canada and Mexico. For other foreign 
orders, add $1 for postage and handling per issue, 
except for #2-S and 3-2, add $1.50 and #-6 and 
3-1 add $2). 


Back Issues, Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


I made $50 a week, plus $25 fora car, plus com- 
missions. I made $32,000 my first year at 14, 
working for Duncan in 1948. 

Having come from a poor family, I didn’t know 
any thing about taxes. One day I got a call from the 
IRS. They figured out how much I owed. I pulled 
Out my wallet and paid it, and they almost fell over 
I used to have $5000-8000 in commission checks 
lying around the office. 

Since leaving the yo-yo business, I have worked 
as a manager for a pump company, the ShurFlow 
Pump Manufacturing Co., of Santa Anna, Calif. I 
spend a lot of time out of the office, traveling for 
the company. Today I’m local branch manager in 
Bhkhardt, Ind. ShurFlow is 25 years old, and I've 
worked for it for the past 23 years. 

I used to play 12-14 hours a day. I kecp remem- 
bering old tricks that I'd forgotten. My favorite 
trick is the six-point star I consider that and the 
trick called “A Cross” as my tricks. I haven’t seen 
any one else do them. 

1 don’t have a favorite yo-yo. I change yo-yos 
depending on the trick, using the best yo-yo for 
the trick. 

Today 1 do 30-35 performances a year. I don’t 
charge and I don’t sell yo-yas. I don’t do it for per- 
sona] gain. If ] make any money, I give it to mis- 
sionaries. 


Smothers Brothers 
Schedule 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers, including The Yo-Yo 
Man, through April. Please check your local list- 
ings for further information. 

Feb. 24, Portland Symphony, Portland, Ore. 

Mar. 3, Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall, 
Sarasota, Fla. 

Mar. 4,.Ruth. Ecker] Hall, Clearwater, Fla. 

Mar. S, Civic Auditorium, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Mar. 6-7, Jupiter Theater, Jupiter, Fla. 

Mar. 8, Harborside Convention Hall, Ft. Myers, 
Fla. 

Mar. 9, Maxwell King Performing Arts Center, 
Melbourme, Fla. 

Mar. 11-13, Houston Symphony, Houston, Tex. 

Mar. 18, Spirit Square, Charlotte, NC 

Mar. 19, Morgantown Municipal Auditorium, 
Morgantown, N.C, 

Apr 7-9, Riverside Hotel and Casino, Laughlin, 
Nev. 

Apr 15, City Center, Saratoga Springs, NY. 

Apr. 16, Palace Theater, Stamford, Conn. 
(change of date) 

Apr 20, Weidner Center, Green Bay, Wisc. 

Apr 22-23, F. Wayne Philharmonic., Embassy 
Theater, Ft. Way ne, Ind. 


TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We'll continue to 
print as many as we can. Rest assured that we 
haven't overlooked yours. It’s in our ever-bulging 
folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are 
primarily those that can be described in words 
without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are 
assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive 
a free 6-month extension on your subscription. 
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And if your trick is selected “Trick of the Month,” 
you get a year’s extension on your subscription as 
our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the 
y-yo to continue developing as the greatest of all 
toys.” 
If your trick is used in the book, you'll receive 
a free, autographed copy by the author/editor, 
Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect ourselves 
in the future, please be advised that sending us 
your trick means that you are giving us permission 
to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books. 
You will, of course, receive full credit in both 
places as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right- 
handed yoist. If you’ re left-handed, make the ap- 
propriate changes when following the directions. 


“Slapstick Kick” 
Jon Gates 
Lincoln, Neb. 

This is a finishing flourish for your “Skyrock- 
et.” It’s based on a maneuver first put on film by 
the great silent film comedian Charlie Chaplin. 

In one of his movies, Chaplin flips a cigarette 
over his shoulder Before it hits the ground, he 
tums around and deftly licks it with the bottom of 
his shoe. Funny move. 

You can do the same thing with a yo-yo. Send 
up a “Sky rocket.” Tum around slightly so the yo- 
yo falls behind your back. Cock your leg back- 
wards and at an angle, and kick the yo-yo 
unexpectedly as it comes down. 

Note: If the yo-yo is coming down behind your 
right shoulder, kick it with y our right leg, and visa 
versa. 

With a little practice, you could even leam to 
kick it straight up, overy ourshoulder and catch it 
in your hand. Or your pocket! 

TIP: If you catch your “Skyrocket” in your 
pocket (either for this trick, or for a standard 
eky rocket}, place anther yo-vo in the pocket first 
to create a “clack” sound when the sky rocket lands 
and the two yo-yos knock together. 


“Forward on the Trapeze” 
Warren Korpanty 
Alexandria, Va. 

This is similar to “The Man on the Flying 
Trapeze.” Instead of throwing the yo-yoto the side 
using a “Breakaway” motion, throw it forward as 
with a “Forward Pass.” Instead of retrieving it, 
stick your left forefinger out in front and let the 
yo-yo loop around the finger and back towardyou, 
letting it land on the string. 

To retum the yo-yo to your hand, either flip it 
off or, if you prefer, you can tum sideways (like a 
regular “Trapeze”) and simply end it like a 
“Trapeze.” 

“Pinocchio” 
Bart Landenberger 


Ashburnham, Mass. 

As Bart will readily admit, he may not be the 
originator of this trick. He never saw anyone else 
perform it before he added it to his repertoire four 
of five years ago. We have seen it performed by a 
number of yo-yoers over the last several years. 

If anyone else wants to claim credit for creating 
the trick, let us know and we'll give you credit It 
goes over particularly well with young audiences. 

The effect of the trick is to make it appear that 
your nose is growing, a la what happened to the 
puppet-without-strings Pinocchio when he told a 
lie. 

Throw a spinner Put your right hand up like you 
are a policeman saying “Stop,” making an L with 
your right thumb and forefinger Put these two 


fingers above and below your nose, with the yo- 
yo string hanging on the inside, between your 
fingers and your face. Take the index finger of 
your left hand and push it out into the string be- 
tween the right thumb and forefinger, making a 
long triangle. As you push your left forefinger out, 
it will look like your “nose” is growing. 

To make the trick more interesting, tell some 
sort of a story to go along with it. You can talk 
about Pinocchio or, if you’ re into political humor, 
talk about politicians. (Example: “How can you 
tell when Pinocchio is lying? Watch his nose. If it 
grows [perform the trick], he’s lying. How canyou 
tell when the president is lying? Watch his lips. If 
they’ re moving, he’s lying.”) 

“The Earthquake” 
Johnny and Nancy Tillotson 
Woodland Hills, CA 

Johnny and Nancy Tillotson live 4 miles from 
Northridge, Calif., the epicenter of the “Big One” 
that hit southem Califomia on Jan. 17. 

This trick was inspired by that earthquake. 

Begin by removing the yo-yo string from your 
finger. Pinch the end of the string between your 
thumb and forefinger and grasp the string firmly. 
Then, throw your yo-yo directly in front of you 
and swing it into an “Around the World,” while 
holding on to the end of the string. 

As the yo-yo comes around from behind you and 
is approaching its lowest point in the arc, let go of 
the string and let the yo-yo roll bumpily along the 
floor. When it hits the wall, shake uncontrollably 
as if it has just caused your whole house to quake. 

To add realism to this trick, after it strikes the 
wall, your bookcase should fall over. 

recommends not using your best yo-yo 
for this trick to get the best effect. : 

For those of who don’t know him, Johnny Til- 


lotson is best known for having recorded 14 Top ~ 


Forty hits throughout his career beginning in the 
early 1960s. He still performs regularly in the U.S. 
and abroad. Three of his songs, “Poetry in Mo- 
tion,” “It Keeps Right on a-Hurtin’” and “Talk 
Back Trembling Lips” reached Number One on 
the Billboard charts. He is also a bona fide yo-yo 
lover and collector. 


“Jumpstart” 
Ryan Feeley 
Fonthill, Ontario, Canada 

Throw a regular “Sleeper.” Swing the spinning 
yo-yo up and over the forefinger of your jeft hand, 
letting the yo-yo land on the string as in “The Man 
on the Flying Trapeze.” 

Because the yo-yo will be spinning in the op- 
posite direction (j.c., a reverse spin), the yo-yo 
should jump off the string just as soon as it lands. 

As soon as it jumps, jerk it up in the air and 
retrieve it in your hand. 


“A Crack in the Ice” 

This is an easy trick, but it has a short shelf life. 
We present it more as an example of how you can 
adapt an old trick to make it seem relevant to 
whatever is current in the news, thus adding some 
fun toy our yo-yo routine. 

Let your yo-yo dangle at the end of its string. 
Give it a slight spin so it looks like a ball spinning 
on a string. (This effect is called “The Apple” in 
one of the old Duncan trick sheets.) 

(NOTE: When we perform the trick, we use a 
one-handed “Sleeping Beauty,” which makes the 
trick somewhat more difficult.) 

Say to youraudience: “Now let us pay tribute to 
great skaters. Here is Nancy Kernigan, pirouetting 
gracefully on the ice. Doesn't she spin so beauti- 


fully?” 

As you stare at the whirling yo-yo, quietly reach 
into your pocket and withdraw a pen or pencil with 
the other hand. 

“And now, a tribute to Tonya Harding!” 

Take the pencil and very firmly wack it against 
the spinning yo-yo. Let the yo-yo drop to the floor 

Say something like, “Now, isn’t that aw(hacky 
trick?” 

Try to make a graceful exit. 


AYYA 


Join the American 
YoYo Association 


If you're serious about yo-yoing, you'll want to 
join the American Yo-Yo Association. Amember- 
ship application is available from the AYYA, 
14534 Wallingford, Seattle, WA 98133, or call 
Dale Oliver at 206/367-9187. 

The organization is for everyone interested in 
yoing, including players, collectors, students, 
adults, manufacturers and yo-yo pros. One year 
membership is $12 for students and $20 foradults. 

Members receive a membership card, member- 
ship button, 1-year subscription to Yo-Yo Times, 
official AYYA contest trick list and a copy of the 
official AYYA contest rules. ; 

Membership also helps support AYYA yo-yo 
contests, prizes, activities and the on-going effort 
to establish yo-yoing as an intemational sport. 

Members also receive discounts of 20% on 
AYYA logo items (T shirts and sweatshirts, but- 
tons, patches and so on) and 50% off ATTA entry 
fees (NOTE: Enty fees are planned only for 
selected contests, such as national championships 
where cash prizes will be awarded to top 
finishers). 

‘To join, see thé membership application on page 
7 of this issue. If you are already a subscriber to 
Yo-Yo Times, your AYYA membership is only 
$10 per year (S$S/year for students). 


Send in Your Club News 


Do you have a yo-yo club? 

Both the AYYA and Yo-Yo Times are trying to 
compile lists of all local and school yo-yo clubs. 
We get calls from time to time asking about clubs, 
and we use our list to refer callers to the nearest 
club, if there is one. 

So, if you have a club (even an informal one) or 
are trying to start one, send us the information, in- 
cluding: name of the club; city; names, addresses 
and phone numbers of club president and officers; 
location, dates and times of regular meetings and 
of special events such as contests, exhibits, clas- 
ses and so on; and any other interesting or relevant 
information. 

Also, be sure to keep us updated on any future 
events planned by your club. 

Send your information to the AYYA, Club 
News, 14534 Wallingford, Seattle, WA 98133, 
and/or to Yo-Yo Times, Club News, P.O. Bax 
1519, Hemdon, VA 22070. 


Puget Sound Yo-Yo Club 
The Puget Sound Yo-Yo Club met on Saturday, 
Feb. 12, at 2 p.m. at the home of Chris Arena, 
14117 57th Ave. N.W., Gig Harbor, WA 98332, 
206/851-5753. Contact him for information about 
future meetings. 
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CLUB NEWS 


Santa Rose Yo-Yoyo Club 

The Santa Rosa Yo-Yoing Team/Club meets 
once a month. Bveryone is invited. It is planning 
to attend the 1994 Chico National Contest with a 
team from Sanoma County as well as hold its own 
annual contest at Willie Bird’s Restaurant in Santa 
Rosa (see separate story in this issue on this year’s 
contest). 

Forinformation, contact John Stangle, 560 Sitva 
Awe., Santa Rosa, CA 95404, 707/542-1417. 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $09.95 
A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
Everything from Rock-the- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 


illustrated, photographed, and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
-yo. Also available: 4 different 
Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 


SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 


"It’s Yo-Yo Time!" 

The first yo-yo seag writen specifically to be performed to .. . 
Sung by Groce, bost of “Mountain Stage,” with 
“Professor Yo Yo" (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 
Regularly $11.95. While supplies last: $5.95 postpaid 


(U.S. funds; for shipping to 
Conadion addresses, add Send your check today to: 
“It's Yo: Yo Time!” 


$1.00, other forcign, odd $2.) 
Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 


Piease allow 3 weeks for 
delivery inthe US.,andat Hersdoo, VA 200 


trast 6 weeks for overseas. 
Tip sheet included .. . Satisfaction guarenteed 


Now available 
directly from the manufacturer 


The Ultimate ProYo 
Take-Apart Yo-Yo 
with brass axle 
Limited Time Only 
$9.60 each 
2 for $16 
postpaid in the U.S. 
Add $2 for one yo-yo, 
$3 for two yo-yos 
for orders shipped outside the U.S. 


Each yo-yo comes with packa 
of 3 et strings, 2 hardwood 
axles, 1 extra brass axle 
and extra wheel nut. 
Instruction sheet with each order. 


Send your check today to: 
Yo-Yo Orders, Playmaxx Inc. 
P.O. Box 64065-YYT 
Tucson, AZ 85728 
For credit card orders, 
call 602/623-9981 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 


YOMEGA 


NEW! POWER SPIN™ YO-YO 
Transaxle system yo-yo in unique, 
hollow design 
Exceptional spin! 
$7.00 each. Shipping & handling, $3.50 
Specify red or blue reflective decoration 


NEW! 


SPRORTS EDITION YO-YOS 
Baseball, Hockey and Golf 
$4.00 each. Shipping & handling, $3.50 
Send check/money order to: 


Yomega - Retail Dept. 
PO. Box 4146 
1058 Pleasant St. 
P.O. Box 4146 
Fall River, MA 02720-0402 


Orders over $20.00 receive free shipping 
when "Yo-Yo Times” is mentioned. 


HALL OF FAME 


First Nomination 


The AYYA plans to feature a nominee for the 
Yo-Yo Hall of Fame in each issue of Yo-Yo Times. 
Certain individuals are “naturals” for the honor 
This month we present the first nominee, the late 
Bamey Akers (b. Oct. 1, 1909; d. Nov. 10, 1989), 
who was the subject of a feature story in YYT in 
the Sept.-Oct. 1989 issue, published shortly 
before his passing. 

The information for this nomination was sub- 
Mitied by Barney’s first cousin, Bon Duncan, of 

Playmaxx Toys, Tucson, Ariz. 


Barney Akers 

If ever there was a man who needs to be recog- 
nized for his part in making the yo-yo a part of 
Americana, that man is Bamey Akers. 

Needing a job at the age of 21—and never 
having heard of the yo-yo— Bamey went to work 
in 1930 for his uncle, Donald F. Duncan Sr, who 
had founded the Duncan Yo-Yo Company a year 
earlier 

After leaming how to operate a yo-yo, Bamey 
went on the road to help teach and promote yo-yo 
play. He was responsible for many of the early 
demonstrators and campaign managers entering 
the “World of Yo.” 

He developed the first criteria for yo-yo contest 
Tules and tricks and taught countless kids how to 
play the yoyo. 

Barney was a very responsible man and always 
kept his promises, a most important character trait 
when dealing with kids. His faimess and ability to 
handle a crowd during contests and practice ses- 
sions set high standards for all—contestants and 
demonstrators alike. 

Barney was also instrumental in helping 
develop the concept that yo-yoing is a sport and 
not merely a toy for play. 

Bamey retired from active demonstrating at the 
age of 72, after more than 50 years in the business. 
He spent the last decade of his life playing golf 
and putting on occasional yo-yo demonstrations 
for a fascinated younger generation. A highlight 
of those final years was his appearance on “The 


Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour” 

Barney Akers now has camed the accolades to 
become a true legend. He is a must for considera- 
tion as the first inductee into the American Yo-Yo 
Association Hal! of Fame. 


Do You Have a Nominee? 


The AYYA is looking for nominees for the Yo- 
Yo Hall of Fame. 

If you know of someone you would like to 
nominate, please send the information to the 
AYYA Hall of Fame, 14534 Wallingford, Seattle, 
WA 98133. 

Picase include as much information on the 
nominee as you can, including his or her name, 
date of birth and (if deceased) death, how he got 
started, who taught him, who he worked for, 
relevant details about his life, your reasons for 
making the nomination and so on. 

One individual who is being considered for 
nomination is Pedro Flores but, unfortunately, 
very little information is available on him. Doyou 
have information, clippings, photos, etc. that you 
could send along copies of? 

If you would like to nominate someone for the 
Yo-Yo Hall of Fame, submit a biography along 
with a photograph (if possible) to the AYYA, 
14534 Wallingford, Seattle, WA 98133. 


SHOPTALK 


“YYT” Deadlines for 1994; 


Mark Your Calendar 


Piease mark your calendar with the following 
deadlines for Yb- } Times advertisers and articles: 

SUMMER 1994 issue: Commitment deadline, 
Apr 29; copy deadline, May 6; to printer, May 10; 
in the mail, May 16. Father's Day; bonus distribu- 
tion at the Intemational Jugglers Association, July. 

FALL 1994 issue: Commitment deadline, Sept. 
3; copy deadline, Sept. 8; to printer, Sept. 13; in 
the mail, Sept. 20. Holiday shopping issue (for 
early shoppers). 

If you have a story for us, please have it in our 
hands at least TWODANS prior to the copy deadline. 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters 
and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc. Please include your phone num- 
ber withall letters, articles, etc. sowe can get back 
toyouif we have questions. We will not printyour 
address unless you ask us to. 


Three Cheers for Six Times a Year 

Since returning from the Chico contest, I've 
been practicing all the new tricks | learned. Dale 
Oliver taught me “Spider-Man’s Baby,” Bil! De- 
Boisblanc taught me “Atomic Baby,” Captain Yo 
(Don Watson) taught me “Drop in the Bucket,” 
and more. 

] leamed so many tricks, in such a short time 
frame, it’s hard to remember all of them. | also 
made many new yo-yo friends, and they all had 
new tricks, too. 

Chico has to be the highlight of my yo-yocareer 
even though I started in the 1950s. As Dale said, 
“It just gets better, and there’s no end to what the 
yo-yo can do.” 

Since YYT went quarterly, itseems like forever 
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between issues. Is there anything ] can do on my 
part to persuade you to go back to every other 
month? Perhaps using the bulk mail rate would 
help. 

P'd rathersee my YYTa couple of days late than 
at three-month intervals. 

Please, go back tosix times ayear! Thanks again 
for your consideration. 

Jim Johnson 
Baton Rouge, La. 

[Jim, you’ re not the first who’s asked if we could 
go back to six times a year. Here’s the scoop. We 
had a peak subscriber base three or four years ago 
of about 1500. This was when the Smothers 
Brothers TV show was in full swing with its week- 
ly “Yo-Yo Man” segments. When they went off 
the air, we lost a lot of subscribers, who apparent- 
ly lost interest and didn’t renew. We're down now 
to about 400 paid subscribers, and the number 
continues to drop slightly with each issue. 

[Producing a newsletter is an expensive proposi- 
tion. The way the economics of the business of pe- 
riodical publishing works is this: Producing the 
first Copy costs a certain amount of moncy—a 
whole lot of money. To pull figures out of the air, 
let’s say it costs about $1,200 to produce the first 
copy of the newsletter That figure includes all of 
the fixed costs, such as telephone, printing, 
hardware (e.g., postage machine, computer and 
laser printer), and so forth. That means that even 
if we had only one subscriber, it would cost us 
$1,200. 

[To add a second subscriber would cost only a 
marginal amount— about 45 cents, which breaks 
down to 29 cents for postage and 20 cents for 
printing. 

[Thus, to send out issues to 400 paidsubscribers, 
about 100 complimentary subscriptions (primari- 
ly to journalists and others in similar positions of 
prominence), as well as another 100 orsowho call 
our hotline and ask for a free sample issue, only a 
few of whom actually become subscribers, costs 
1s only about $300. If we were to. send the issue 
out by bulk mail we'd only save a dime orso per 
issue, or about $60. We'd still have to pay that 
fixed cost of $1200 per issue plus $300 for print- 
ing and postage. So, the savings from going with 
bulk rate would be minimal. 

[The only way we could passibly go back to six 
times a year would be if the circulation would 
climb back up to the levels where it was three 
years ago. Then we could afford a more frequent 
pebdlication schedule. And, if the circulation grew 
even larger, we could publish a bigger newsletter! 

[So, if you want to see us more often, you have 
your assignment! Go for it! Yo for it!] 


Thanks for the Story 
Justa line to let you know that I received the Yo. 

Yo Times (Winter 1993-94) and saw the write-up 
(“Randy Brown Demos Yo and Paddleball at St. 
Charlies Scarecrow Festival”). Very nice. Thank 
you for it. Keep up the good work. 

Randy Brown 

Park Forest, Ill. 


Greetings from Italy 

1 am an Italian man (age 22) who is very inter- 
ested in the yo-yo. 

I would like to receive a sample copy and even- 
tually subscribe to Yo-Yo Times, but ] have some 

lems: 

(1) Where can 1 buy American stamps with 
which to request my free copy? 

(2) What is a first-class stamp? 

(3) Do IJ have to send U.S. dollars that you can 
use to buy stamps for me? 

(4) Do you ask for the extra $6 per year for 


foreign subscriptions to pay for stamps? 

I am writing to you without sending along the 
coupon for a free copy because I don’t want to 
miss this change. If I could give you the details 
you need, could you send me a sample copy? 

Somy my English isn’t better I will try to im- 
Prove it. 

Daniele Mazzoni 
Milano, Italy 

{Daniele, your English is a lot better than our 
Italian! We edited your letter slightly to smooth 
Out the rough spots, but it was perfectly under- 
standable. Here are the answers to your questions: 

(1) We ask fora first-class stamp because it helps 
us keep down our expenses, but the fact is that we 
send a sample issue to anyone who requests one 
even if they don’t send a stamp. 

(2) “Fist class” is a category of stamp in the 
_ United States. For mail within the US., it is 29 
cents. It is generally considered to be the best class 
of service. Other classes get a lower grade of ser- 
vice (¢.g., second class, third class, fourth class). 

(3) If youcan't get U.S. dollars, we can accept a 
money order made out in U.S. dollars. Bven bet- 
ter, for overseas orders, is to charge your order on 
your VISA or MasterCard, then we can let the 
charge card company worty about the exchange 
Tate. 

(4) The extra postage is, as you guessed, to pay 
for the ex tra pastage for overseas air mail stamps. 

Now, write us a letter and tell us about yo-yos 
andyo-yoing in Italy. What kinds of y o-yas do you 
have over there? How popular is the yo-yo? Any 
other interesting information on yo-yoing in your 
country would be interesting to us.] 


Learned at Camp 

After going to summer camp, where they sold 
Duncan Wheels and Butterfly yo-yos, I got into 
yo-yoing. I’m interested in getting a subscription 
to your newsletter, Can you please send me infor- 
mation or an order form? : 
Craig Guzek 
Irvine, Calif. 

[Welcome, Craig, tothe Wonderful World of Yo. 
The order information appears in the bax on page 
8. Let the good times yo!] 


Info Needed 
I read about your newsletter in The World on a 
String by Helane Zeiger. The book says it's a must 
for every serious yo-yoer. My brother and I are 
pretty serious about yo-ing. 
We would really appreciate it if you would send 
us a sample copy and subscription information. 
Aaron Jongsma 
Azilda, Ontario, Canada 
[Aaron, you are holding your sample copy in 
your hands at this very minute!] 


Information Needed 

I am interested in receiving a list of suppliers of 
yo-yos in the U.S. and Canada. I enclose a self-ad- 
dressed, stamped envelope for you to forward the 
list to me in. 

Also, could you tell me where I might find a list 
of all the old manufacturers from back in the yo- 
yo craze days of the ‘30s, ‘40s and ‘50s. 

Bill Caswell 
Nashville, Tenn 

{Can any of our readers help Bill with the second 
part of his question? Forward your information to 
us and we'll include it in a future issue. 


Stage Names 

After reading your last issue (Winter 1993-94), 
I came up with a stage name for myself. I will be 
“Mr. Strings.” 


T hope no one else has used this name. P'li watch 
for new issues and the “Yo-Yo Name Game,” un- 
less YYT says someone else used it first. 

Mark “Yo” Anderson 
Madison, Wisc. 

[Mark, it looks like you've got it. We know of 
no one else who uses the name Mr Strings. Yo for 
it!] 


STAGE NAMES 


Yo-Yo Name Game, Cont. 


Several years ago we suggested that you might 
want tocome up with your own yo-yostage name. 

Readers liked the idea. We published a list in our 
Nov.-Dec. 1988 issue, and again in the May -June 
1989, Nov.-Dec. 1989 and July-Aug. 1990 issues. 
We updated the complete listing of all names 
received in our last issue (Winter 1993-94). 

And still the names pour in. This issue we’ re in- 
cluding new names received since the last issue 
was published. 

If you have invented a stage name of your own, 
send it along. If it’s original —and if it’s printable! 
(yes, we've gotten a couple we couldn't use; this 
is a family publication!)—we' ll include it in a fu- 
ture issue. 

Incidentally, the name Yo-Yo Ma has already 
been taken, but not by a yo-yoer! Classical music 
buffs will recognize that Yo-Yo Ma is one of the 
greatest cellists of all times. He records regularly 
with major orchestras and appears frequently on 
television. 


Yo-Yo Stage Names 

Yo-Yo Legend (Tom Moore, Portland, OR}; Yo 
Hans (Hans Van Dan Eizen, Sheiby Twp., MD), 
Mr Strings (Mark “Yo” Anderson, Madison, WI), 
The Yoholic (Ryan Feeley, Fonthill, Ontario, 


Canada). ” . 
“Bonnie Matthews, who lives in Manassas, VA, 


is the gym teacher at Cameron Elementary School 
in Alexandria, VA, and the sponsor of the school’s 
Yo-Yo Club, The Yo Cobras. She goes under the 
name “Knot Master.” She sent an updated list of 
her students who have adopted their own stage 
names. They are all from Alexandria, VA, unless 
otherwise noted: 

Winnin’ Spinnin’ Warren (Warren Korpanty ), 
Winner of the Spinner (Jesse Roland, 
Woodbridge, VA), DynYOmite Kid (Thai 
Nguyen), Awesome Dawson (Jeremiah Dawson), 
Yo-Yo Nino (Hector Flores, Lorton, VA; note: 
“Nino” is “boy” in Spanish), Imperial Kid (CW. 
Donahue) 


THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. We will print the first 
few words in boldface unless you specify dif- 
ferently. 

Yo-Yo Times assumes no responsibility or 
liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 

DOES ANYONE HAVE a Duncan Velvet or 
Sportsline (packaged), any Cheerio (packaged) or 
Cracker Jack's prize (metal) yo-yos for sale? Jack 
Howley, 99 Ema Ra., Ithaca, NY 14850, 607/347- 
4849. 

NEW SOUVENIR: ‘Field of Dreams" yo-yo of 
movie site at Dyersville, lowa, Full color both 
sides using Playmaxx Pro-Yo. Picture of play- 
ing field with home on side 1, official movie 
site logo on side 2. Sold at site for $10 with 
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stand (Don Watson model). Yours for just $8 
(including stand and postage and handling). 
Send check to Tom Canon, P.O. Box 1099, 
Wheaton, IL 60189, 708/231-4588. 
WANTED: Wood Duncan jewel to buy or 
trade for old yo-yos or related items. Jerry 
Bakke, 1872 Wainut St., Muskegon, MI! 
49441, 616/755-7528. 

COLLECTOR wants to purchase oki yo-yos 
and related items. Top dollars paid. Steve, 
209/368-3458; 2416 W. Turner Rd., Lodi, CA 
95242. 

YO-YOs TO GO™ has collectibles to trade or 
se!l. Get started collecting with our “Coke” yo- 
yo set of 5 for $30, or our metal yo-yo set of 
10 for $45, all different.When you buy both 
sets from this ad, you receive free additional 
yo-yo. Shipping and Handling based upon 
your state. Make checks or money orders 
payable to “Horizons Unlimited.” Write to 535 
N. Hutchins St., Lodi, CA 95240, 209/367- 
1956. 

‘MR. YO-YO" STATUETTE WANTED: Will 
pay generous amount for Duncan Mr. Yo-Yo 
wooden statuette. Warren Dotz, 2999 Regent 
St., Berkeley, CA 94705. 

WANTED: OLD YO-YOs. Buying singles, col- 
lections and old yo-yo memorabilia. List con- 
ditions and prices. Lucky Meisenheimer, 
Suite 105, 7300 Sandlake Commons Bivd., 
Orlando, FL 32819, 407/354-0478. 

YO-YOs WANTED. Tin or wood, Duncan, 
Goody, Royal, Cheerio, Fiores and others, 
Also, related books, patches, pins, trophies, 
strings, advertising, memorabilia. Les Gor- 
don ll, 6475 E. Boone County 550 South, 
Whitestown, IN 46075-9763, 317/769-3382. 
YO-YO STRING PACKS. Duncan, Royal, Hi- 
Ker and Aiox. Will sell or trade for old yo-yos. 


-. John Sievers, 516/262-0558, 3915 Lay St., 


Des Moines, IA 50317. 

YO-YOs AVAILABLE FOR TRADE: Duncan 
O-Boys and Musical Ka-Yo among them. 
Write or call for the latest list. Chris Cook, W. 
2932 Sanson, Spokane, WA99205, 509/326- 
0421. 

WANTED: Duncan and Royal decal yo-yos, 
Flores and tin yo-yos, Cheerio and Goody 
jewels. Also, Goody Atomic and Comet 
Filipino Twirlers. Will buy or trade. Johnny Til- 
totson, 17530 Ventura Bivd., Suite 108, En- 
cino, CA 91316, 1-800-YO-BUDDY. 
LAUGH-MAKERS MAGAZINE for kid-show 
and family audience entertainers. 50 big 
pages each issue covering balloons, clown- 
ing, magic, ventriloquism, puppetry, comedy 
props, juggling, business ideas, more! 
$21/year (6 issues); outside USA, $27. P.O. 
Box 160-YT, Syracuse, NY 13215. 
COCA-COLA ADVERTISER yo-yos, made 
by Russell for Coca-Cola Co. in Mexico for 
promotions. Good quality. “Black Master,” 
gold printing, $12.50. “Red and Lucite Super,” 
white printing, $10.50. Prices include 
postage. Don Meeker, P.O. Box 507, Hol- 
lister, MO 65672, 417/334-1859.. 
WANTED: Yo-Yos and Yo-related items. 
Send your list to Michael Stiedl, Malzgasse 
1/10, A-1020, Vienna, Austria, Europe. 


New Renewal Procedures 


As we explained in the last two issues, we are trying to change all of our paid subscrip- 


“The Bluebook of Yo” 


tions so they will end in the same month (10/94, 10/95, 10/96, etc.). Why? by Professor Yo- Yo 
Because handling renewals is one of the most tedious of all tasks in the world! (Yo-Yo Times editor Stuart Crump) 
We'd much rathe: j tici tricks ing for and teachi 

Wg muc T spend our time practicing new tricks and performing for and teaching lustrated by Mighty Mo the Yo-Yo Pro 
Incidentalty, the "10" in"10/94," "10/95" and "10/96" does not mean “October.” It means (Mo Abdelbaki) , 

“Winter.” We are published four times a year. Here is an ex planation: The basic beginner's yo-yo instruction and trick booklet. 
~-Subscriptions ending with "4/93," "4/94," "4/95" or "4/96" expire with the Spring issue $1.50 postpaid (North America) 

of the appropriate year or $2.00 cutside North America) 


--Subscriptions ending with "6/9X" expire with the Summer issue. 

--Subscriptions ending with "8/9X" expire with the Fall issue. 

--Subsc riptions ending with "10/93" expire with the Winter issue. 

We've figured the sliding renewal scale this way: 

Those expiring with the Winter issue are billed atthe full one-, two- or three-year rates 
($12, $18 and $24, respectively). Those expiring with the Fall issue are billed at the regular 
rate plus one additional issue. Those expiring with the Summer issue are billed at the 


Paap saab pore expiring with the Spring issue are billed at if you believe in what we 
The good news is that you’ Il only have to contend with this complicated renewal process are doi ng, please patronize 


one time, The next time you renew, it will be at the regular, uncomplicated rate. 


Two copies: $25) (N. America) and $3.00 (foreign) 
Send your check, cre*** :ard number or money order today to 
“The Blu: *-. »k of Yo,” 
P.O. Box $209, Herndon, VA 22070 


Incidentally, if your subscription ends in the 12th month of the year(e.g., 12/93), it means 1 

yours is a tian pe eo We give out a few comptes subscriptions, ou r advert isers and tell 
imarily to journalists plus a few friends of the yo-yo (such as a retired yo-yo pro who 

sity be living ona seat ‘nical Anyone wie erating a fs: ty Subscrip- them the reason why. 


tion who feels so inclined is invited to become a paid subscriber! Use the renewal amount 
for the 10th month/Winter renewals/new subscription. 

If you check the chart below, you'll be able to calculate your renewal cost based on the 
expiration date of your subscription. (To simplify calculations, we've dropped any total 
ending in $.25 and rounded $.50 and §.75 up to the next dollar.) 

(We have circled the category your subscription falls into.) 

If your subscription And you want to renew for: 


expires (see label): 1 year 2years 3 years 


Ye “o Times 
News Hotline 


8/93 $ 15 20 26 
10/93 or 12/93 $12 18 24 703-715-6191 
2/94 or 4/94 $21 24 30 
(6/94 $18 22 28 
~ [fy ours is a new subscription, please make your check out as follows: 
Subscription Subscription is for 
begins with: 1 year 2years 3 years 
Summer issue $ 21 24 30 
Fall issue $18 22 28 ah Sane te 
Winter issue $15 20 26 RNON GS 
Spring issue $ 12 18 24 {2 E\.— _ seu. Pust 
As you may have noticed, a two- or three-year subscription is your best bargain. Feel |# 7 ¥ 
If you are a member of the American Yo-Yo Association, your renewal is part of your \ ion 4 = 2 9 ~ 
AYYA membership. 59283 ‘ 
We recommend that you do not cut your newsletter. Instead, photocopy or Xerax this If one of the Vv tn" 
coupon, orwrite the following information on a sheet of paper, and send it along with your categories in the 


payment. If this is a renewal, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER (which 


appears above your name on the attached label). Also, put this account number on your box on the left is 


check. cirded, send your 

(Intemational subscribers add $6 per year for air mail postage & handling; please sub- renewal today to: 
mit your check, money order or VISA or MasterCard in U..S. funcds only.) 

Times 
| JNEWSUBSCRIPON | JLJRENEWAL | BO, Box 1519 
case inc mail al cate new fe) On orc es 4 
shine Herndon, VA 22070 

a FIRST CLASS 
— PLEASE 
CITY STATE ZIP FORWARD 


Mail this coupon today to: Yo-Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519 - SP94 
Herndon, VA 22070 
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